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WARNING PIECE 
AFFLICTED 


ENGLAN D: 


The Church of Goo under a ſtate 
of DESERTION, 


Laid out in 


vi MAXIMES 


WITH 


APPLICATION to the preſent Times 


Together with 


The Teſtimonies of {ſeveral Reverend Divines concerning | 
the danger the Church of God isin, 


| 


| 


By Joun Mauvpir, Miniſter of the C Calpe at Penſherſt 
in Kent. | 
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| ZECH, I. 556. Your Fathers where are they? and the Prophets do they live for 

ever? Yet my words and my ſtatutes, which I commanded my ſervants the Pro- 
phits, did thy not take hold of your Fathers ? and they returned and ſaid, Like 
as the Lord of hoſts thought to do unto us,according to 04 ayes, and according to 
our doings, ſo batb he dealt with us, 
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London, Printed by D. Maxwell for Sa. GzL11 BRAND, at 
the BALL in Pax/s Church-yard. 1659 
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TO THE. 


Godly and Fa ful -- 


MINISTERS of ie GoSP FL 
in ENGLAND. 4 


" Ges, Mercy 20d Beace þe pond, w- 


"IMO Fathers, 
Flumbly a theſe ſe few papers to 


-4N : J0%;6.the beſt auger ef the caſe ſet 
> . 1-forgh: thixeiz. © lou know what the 
PE ſtate of Dclertion #, whither it fall 


upon a particular perſon; or upon 4 
ation , and of all the Sownes that 


Sion bath beagle up , you chiefly have bowels and com- 
paſſions for her to be ſenſibte of what evill befalls her. 
Jeruſalem, Shilo, the Afran, and Roman Churches 
are before your eyes continually, as ſo many pillars of ſalt 
with Lots wifes Motto on them, Remember, 0h be 
pleaſed to look home , and ſee how it is with Jour 0wn 
Vineyard that you are ſet to keep. Take theſe few ſhort 
hintes into your boſom, and weigh them in the balance of 


the SanfFluary , and enlarge them as God gives you a call 
# - and 


The Epiſtle, &c. 


and occaſion. © This oh, 1 premiſe,” what Jacobs Sons + 
did with their brother Joleph coat, the like do-Tin this © 
@ caſe thai. 6 REFOrE-. ey - £70 " : their brather Jo- : L 
ſep hs Toa? rorn ar 4 wut, "and /a y& ro* 
thr father , This have we found; "know now 
whether itbe thy. Sons coat ; Or no ' Thellike 6 is here 
before your. eyes, you have here robes torn , and ſullied | 
with dirt-and blood ,"-now dv-you know. whoſe they art t- 
Is this Sion the joy- of the whale earth and is this her ſad 
condition * If ſe, con ider what i to be don, and ſeek her 


peace. Which-3 i that F ttke rhe bln; _ to re- 
member you m_ Wh am Ef 


C 


=» up 


Jp \  Opis of yours Falow Lakands? ; j 3 
* hoes... 1 the Goſpe! of peace. - 


-. ev, x1 


+4 ho < . : | "= 
, 1 " % . 4 , - % - \ 
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Joun Mau vir. 


FR :....-.6 ," "CFP nd 
STEGSASKSTAASS ATASACRALALE 
The State. of the Vifible Church upon 


Earth under Deſertion. 


—_— — i —. 
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The Firſt Maxime. | 
. That the Church wiſible may fall ſometimes into 4 State 
of Deſertion.. ; 


| {+ \ Y the Church viſible is meant either a particular 
| Church, or the colleQtive general Church, Thar 
| BY any particular Church may be deſerted, and totally 

= -exterminated, either by means of perſecution, or in 
progreſs of time by its own properdefe&ion from the faith, 
and- Orthodox truth of Chriſt, appears by theſe Arguments , 

Firſt, the Word of God aflerts it, Hoſ..2. 3. Fer. 7.12, 
14, 15. Rev.2.5.and 3,16, 

2, Experience confirms it in the Churches of Corinth , 
Epheſus, Laedicea , Feruſalem . and many other inſtances, 
oo having long ſince removed his golden Candleſtick trom- 

em. 

2. There can no ſpecial Promiſe of Priviledge or exemption 
beſhewed to ſecure any particular Church from this danger, 

Again, By the Church viſible may be meant the colle- 
dive or general Church upon earth, which are all the par- 
ticular Churches confider'd together: And of this the Pro- 
poſition is alſo meant inſome ſort, that it may come to pals 
that all the external particular viſible Churches may as to 
common apprehenſion, fall away from the tzue Worſhip of 


God by a general Caraclylme; fo asthat the whole viſible 
Church. 


* "Church of Chriſt here upon = may ſeem to be caſt off, 
and forſaken of God and aboliſhed, Proofs of this : 
Firſt, Under the Old Teſtament the Prophets bewailed 
ſuch deteRions and deſertions, - The Church being redupep 
to fo obſcure a Stateand Condition, 2s that' no- outward ani 
viſible face of the Church appeared in publike any where . 
neither were the Members of the true Chnrch able to diſ- 
cern one another, as inthe dayes of Elias, x Kin. 19, 14, 
Arg. 2. Under the Goſpel we fjnde, That Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles have foretold, that many ſhould fall from the Faith, 
yea, that there ſhould be a general Apoftaſie and falling 
away, 2 The[. 2.3, And fo ſtrong ſhould the defection be;as 
thar, if it were poſſible, the Elect themſelves ſhould fall a- 
way, Maith, 24,24, And when the Son of Manſhould'tonge 
he fhould ſcarce finde faith on the earth, Zuke 18, 8, A 
Caution, Yet notwithſtanding it can never be that all the 
particular ſocieties and Churches ſhould be really extinguiſhed, 
and utterly corrupted, -and hid aſide from the true Worſhip: 
of God, but that alway God will keep ſome trae worſhippers. 
more or leſs, whoſe .affemblits, though obſcure, doth confti- 
tute atrue Church for the promifeof Chriſt ſhall preſerve the 
Church from uttef and reall extirpation, Marth. 16,18, 
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The Second Maxime, , 

The ſtate of That the State of Deſertion 1s, Gods hiding of his face 

_—_ a from his peaple generally, and leaving x to be ex- 

erciſed with great afflictions, and that. far a wiry long 
ſeaſon, Pſal, 44. 23, 24, 25. 


T He hiding of Gods face- implies three things: Firſt, The 
with-holding of his gracious Spirit 'in Counſel, thar 
ſhould dire& us what is beſt to be: done, and in what manner 
ro do it, and a want of his foſtering grace that ſhould. help. 

- us 


(7) 
v5 to doall things; jn our ſtraits God ſeems: incogitant of us, 
aſleep and taking no great notice of onr diſtreſſes,. tears, faſts 
prayers, changes, deſigns thar are carried on, As when God 
retyſed to anſwer Sev! when he asked counſel: Qr to give the 
Chnrch any tokens of his preſence, any Prophets that could | 
tzll chem how Jong the affiion ſhould endure, 7. JO" 
-.2, The hiding of Gods face implies, the delivering up of a 
people to ſtrong deluſions, violent temptations, a giving they 
up to their qwa hearts lyufts and cou chat they might ear 
the fruit of their own doings, Fr9# 1.39,31, and Satans delu- 
fans: Asin 4hobs caſe, God delivering him up and his.Coun- 
c&| roche ſuggeſtion of a lying ſpirit, that he mighe fall at 24- 
mah Gileadjn batch | 
af: Ir implies, great dipole in Gods heart againſt a people 

three Perſons in the bleſſed Trinity _y againſt them, 

as a people turned off and diyorced, vrho are no longer in league 
with hin, 2 £67.15 42, Diwf.,31.16,17, Hef.1.9,8,7,6. The 
Facher counting them 3 þyrthen upon his heart yntil he be eaſ- 
ed of them, 1/s, 1.24, He will hear no interceffar for them, Fer. 
15.1, Hewill cat themove of his ſight, and nor ſuffer them to 
tand any longer beloxs him, Fer, 15.1, Yea, he will appoint 
them to ſeveral feartul judgements, v.2. Hewill arlengrh ſcar- 
ter them abroad intg other Kingdames and places, v,4., and will 
harden the hearts of men 3gainſt them in their Captivity, that 
none ſhall pity them,v,5, Chriſt the ſtaff ofbeauty is bro- - 
ken 9ver their heads,they have no benefit from Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Incerceſſion and blood to keep the peace between God and 
them any longer ; their names arein a manner croſſed out of 
Chriſts Ephod He puts off thoſe {weet names and gracious 
titles of High Prieſt, King, Elder Brother, Husband, Saviour, 
Advocate, and puts on gerrible names and marches out a- 
ozinſt them upon his Fachers Commiſſion, He calls himſelf 

a fyrious teaſed Lion, Hof. 5.14.15. that- will tear and aone 
all dare reſcpe them, A Leopard for ſubtilty, Hoſes 13.7. 


LO 


fir 


- —— —— 
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(8) | 


ans Es bo -_ —— 


to catch them unawaresz a Bear bereft of her whelps] 
.wverſ,$, that ſhall devour with fury , ' a piercing Eaſt- 
winde, werſ. 15. that ſhall dry up;root and branch, a con- 


ſuming fire, P[al. 18.8.” A cruel archer, Lament. 3.12, 17, 
2 reſolute terrible enemie, Ezek. 21. 3,4,5,t0 15, Laſtly, 
the Spirit of God diſ-owns them: 1, He ceafes to ſtrive with 
them by. inward counſels upon their hearts,” 2; He fights” a- 
eainſt them, teſtifying out of Gods Word and by his Mini- 
ſters, and every ſudgement perpetually againſt them, 3, By 
witneſſing in heaven againſt them, for as it is the Spirits office 
to: witneſs ſometimes for us, {o _ this occaſion he beats 
witneſs againſt us as he intercedes lometinies with'us, ſo'now 
he cryes and groans againſt us, Hebr,3 . 7,8,9;'10, 11, this 
makes God fwear ſolemnly that he will deſtroy fuch a people 
tor grieving ſo kinde a Meſlenger, 

- Thus: Deſertion appears tobe a hiding of Gods face; three 
Circumſtances yet remain in the definition to be opened, : © 
Its a: biding of Gods face from a 47.29 generally : everV 
cloud upon the Sun that ſhadows our place does not make 
night, bur whenthe Sunis down, and all the Horizon in e&ve- 
ry point obſcured,then 'tis.night : So afflitions or Gods hiding 
his face from ſome + particular ſoul does not make a defetri-' 
on of:rhe Church-; but when, it 'is general, a damp upon 
every family, upon all ranks and conditions, Cities, Coun- 
rries, then *tis a plain deſertion, as theſe places of Scripture 
teſtifie, 1/at, 9. 19, 20,21, and 10, v, 22, 23, Iſaj.1,5,6, 4,. 
7, 8, 21522, 23,245 25: LL EEE C 

Again, it isnotthe cloſe of Gods favour or - hiding of his 
face in ſome degree that _— a people in this forlorn eſtate, 
but Deſertion1s a loſs of grace and tavour in an eminent de- 
gree, high diſ-favour, a'leaving them -to be exerciſed with 
creat aftiions: the abſence of a Nurſe from the Child is 
not ſtraightway a torſaking of ir, or a letting it fall as Me- 
phiboſheths Nurle did him, but a caſting it our of her arms as 


Hagar 


(9) | 

Hagar did Iſhmael, and going away that ſhe might nor ſeeir 
die: At the beginning God was bur lightly diſpleaſed wich 
Sasl, but at laſt he finds that God had torlaken him, and de- 
livered himupto an evil ſpirit; at firſt God lightly repro- 
ved the peopleof 1ſraet by his Prophets, but they ciking 
no notice, God leaves them wholly in their enemies 
hands, as the Prophet Zecharie notes, Zech. 1. 4,5. 
6. Or elſe we may count uponit that Deſertion comes on 
by degrees, as God was noted to go out from before the Che- 
rubims and ſtand upon the threſhold, and from the threſhold 
of the Sanctuary toa mountain neerthe Citie, and at laſt 
quite away ; ſo God deſerts his people not all of a ſadden, 
but as a gracious father loath to depart, he forſakes by little 
and lictle, warning them to repent, bur it our heart grows hard, 
his heart hardens too, till he haveat laſt caſt off his people. 

The third and laſt Circumſtance is, That it is for a long 
ſeaſon. Deſertionis a hiding of Gods tace, not for a ſhort 
fpace, as it was upon Achaens finin Foſbuahs time, but for ma- 
ny years together, as it was upon [ſraels fin in Sammels time, , 
1 Sam. 7.2. Hoſea 2.2.t0 13. Thus was Iſrael left for ſeven- 
ty years together in their captivity, 


NO De __—CTCW_— Wee eee nn_ 


The Third Maxime. 


In times of Deſertion the three Eſſential Marks of a true Sympromes 
Church viſible, are exceedinely loft , blurred, and de-*n4 vans of | 


f cad Deſertion. 
A . | 


He firſt Eſſential Note of a true viſible Church (agreed 

upon by all men ) is the pure, faithful preaching of - the 

Word of God forif you abide in my word, ſaith our Saviour, 

they are you my diſciples indeed, John 10, 27. therefore the 

Churchis ſaid to be built upon the foundation of the i” 
B a 


(10) 
au Apoſiles, that is upon the Doctrine and truth delivered 
by the Prophets and Apoſtles, Eph. 2.20. and the Charch is. 
hereby defined ; Cz#tus in que verburr Des pure predicatur 
cf wera Ecclelia, quemadmodum e converſe, now in times of 

©1100 xc.» Geſerrion the Scriptures and written Word of God are reject- | 
56.  e& forarule, and{elf inventions and carnal policies take place 
Rev-2. 14155 the pure cleer truths of the Word wrefted and baflled or 
162% put off by Governors and'their people, and a falſe word and 
rule accepted of; the kingdom of God refifted that it cannot 
rake place, and falſe errors ſpread boldly and connived at , 
there being no publike akon and Church-2greement in 

the Articles of Faith and Religion, 

The Second Effential Note of a true Church that enjoys 
communion with God is, That therein the holy Sacraments are 
purely and faithfully adminifired . For Chriſt hath nor 
onely left a word to be taught his Diſciples, but for their con- 
firmation in 2 greater mealare inthe truch, hath annext cer- 
Lain viſible rites which are uſed as certain =orayi/5 or Seals 
which are appendent to his Word, For the Wnting and Seals 
put together_give us the greater confidence in Chriſt in 
whom are the Promiſes. When therefore theſe Seak are di(- 
penſed religiouſly,according to Chriſts holy inſtitution in the 
Churches, then it argues,they are the trne Churches of Chriſt 
to all the world; but when theſe are laid afide or vitiated and 

Rev.z. z» s, COrtupted wilfully, then will God deſert his people; for this 
an 3.v.15-1G Reaſon it was that God accounted the ſhame of Feypt, to be 
192 20 21 upon his people, until at Gi/gal they rouled it away by re- 
newing the Sacrament of Circumciſion, there being no mark 
of God more upon them before, then was upon the Zeyptians, 

The Third Note of a true Charch of Chrift is, T bu Eu- 
raxia or Holy Diſcipline that Chriff bath inflituted for the 
cutting off of ſcandalons offenders and foſtering of the true 
babes of Chrift in all grace. . Wherefore where Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Diſcipline is rightly diſpenſed according to the Canons of 

Chriſt 


(11) | 
Chriſt 'and his Apoſtles, there is an evident note of a-trae 
Church: but where this is laid aſide, it notes out a Synagogue 
of Satan rather then a Church of Chriſt; in Chriſts flock his 
lambs are tractable and willing to be diſciplined , but wild 
Wolvs andAſſes are not eaſily held and tamed, In times there- 
fore of deſertjon this ſweet and holy power of Chriſt is count- 
ed bonds, and broke aſunder, and flung off by the rude mu]- 
titude : the government that was laid upon Chriſts ſhoulder , 
Iſai. 9. 6. is took off him, and a reed pur into hfs hands, 
and a crown of thorns on his head, and that holy rule, that 
ſhould take place inthe houſe of God, Navre ivoxnpires x xe 
Te T4 91439 j$ counted an abridgement of liberty too in- 
tollerable, ſo that in ſtead of order confuſion takes place ge- 


nerally, 
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The Fourth Maxime, 
In times of Deſertion : The two great Ordinances of Ma- 
giftracie and Miniftrie fail much in their power, and be- 
come at length like a dtad corps, 


C Ad accidents upon the Magiſtrates at ſuch times : 1,Good 
i Magiſtrates are ſoon'taken away, and have but a ſhorr 
time,Fudg.2.7.t015. 2 Kings 23.25,26,27,29. 2, As God 
takes away good hopeful Governors {o he ſets worſe in their 
room, wicked, ignorant, profane men, and oppreflors, 1/a:. 3, 
4. 5,6, 7, $, Idol ſhepherds that take no care of the flock, 
Zech, 11,15, 16, 17, EXek. 21,25, 26,27. 3*, Sad Acci- 
dent : That the wiſeſt deſigns and fabricks of Goyernors 
that are framed for the good of the Common-wealth are emi- 
nently oppoſed and fruſtrated; (o that their labor js in the fire, 
Hab. 2.13. andlike the moulding of potters clay that is fool 


broke to pieces again, 1/az. 29, 15,16, 4, Sad Accident, 
B 2 | That 


— 


Plal.2. 3,5, 9. 


1 Cor, I 4. 42. | 


(12) 


The wiſe deſigns of Governors are turned 'about by the 


| hand of God to burthen, diſtreſs, and undo the people whoſe 


welfare was conſulted by them, 2 Chron. 28. 20, 21, Fer, 
46, 17, 16,19, Fob 18.7,8, Lam,4.179, 5, The Magi- 
ſtrates power preſtringed, ſhortned, diſallowed, denied, fiehr. 
ed, at leaſt-wiſe in matters of Religion, 2 Chron.30,5,6, 7.8, 
\10, Pſal,2,2,3, 6, The great and frequent changes 
from veſlel to veſſel, from one governor to another, from one 
ſort. of government to another, as in 1/rae/,from Feroboams 
family to Baaſba, and from Baaſha to captain Zimr', and from 
Zimri to captain Omri, and then to captain Fehu's family , 
thento Shallum, then to Mepahem, then to Pekah, then to 
Yoſhes, and at laſt to Salmanaſar King of Aſſyria that carried 
Iſrael captive: In Fudah alſoit came to pals inlike manner, 
from FehoahaF the government was transfer'd to Eliakim, 
from E!iakim to Z:dekiah, trom Zedekiah to Gedaliah, 1jh- 
mael, Fuhanan, and at length to the Greetans and Romans, 
Upon the other Ordinance of the Miniſtry theſe ſad acci- 
dents alſo are viſible in times of deſertion : 1, The viſions 
of Gods Word are ſuſpended, the Spirit of God much with- 
drawn, and the Spirit of error and deluſion ſent.abroad, Ho. 2, 
4, Tſar, 29,10,11,12, I Fohn 2.18.19, 21 Sad acci- 
dent, Faithful Paſtors are removed into corners, and greatly 
perſecuted and forſaken, 1/ai, 30. 20, Gal, 1,6, 3, Ther 
counſel not hearkned to Zech, 1, 4. 1 Sam, 10,8, compared 
with Chap,13.w,7, 8,t0 14. 4. Their Reproots ill taken : 
and requited with wranglings, law-ſuics, ill-uſage, 1[aiah 29, 
21, 5, Their perſons and office wronged, contemned, de- 
nied, 2 Chrep, 36,15, 16,17, 6, Their Power in Church- 
government {lighted, rejected, 2 Peter 2,10, 13, 14, 15, 17, 
T8, 19,20, 21,22, Pſal,2,2,3, Fude 4, 8, 10,11,12, 16, 18, 
I9, 


The 


_ _ 


(r3) 


| The Fifth Maxime. 

Ty times of Deſertion, Abominable Corruptions grow' in 
Courts of Fuſtice, and great Councels of the Land, And 
Falſe-Worſhip , Errors and Lukewarmneſs overſpreads 
the Churches. | 


þ3 abominable corruptions appearin Courts of Juſtice, 
and great: Councils of the Land : Gods Vine yeelded 
him but wild grapes, 1ſat. 5.4. He looked for judgment but 
behold oppreſs:10n, for righteouſneſs but behold acry, verl, 7, 
Fhen he decrees to take away the hedge of the Vineyard, 
and break down the wall thereof, and lay his vine waſte, that 
it ſhould not be pruned nor digged any more, but choaked 
with briars and thorns that grew about it and over-top'd 
it ; then he commands the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it, Now Juſtice fails either in the Legiſlative 
power, or the executive power of a Kingdom theſe wayes: 
Firſt, in the Legiſlative power of the Kingdom, when the 
power that ſhould —_— it ſelf in making of neceſſary Laws 
tor the relief of the oppreſſed, is reſtrained; therefore in all. 
difficult caſes Moſes allowed the Judges to: come to him, 
and he through the Counſel of God made additional Laws, 
as occaſion required, D2ut. 1, 17, and 17, v,8, to 14, Numb. 
27, 1, &c, otherwiſe juſtice had failed, 

Secondly, When un'uſt Laws are continued or cortupt Ex-- 
poſitions of good Laws go tor Preſidents uncontrolled, which 
ought timely to be reformed leaſt Oppreſhon it ſelf be made 
a Law, 

Thirdly, When fundamental conſtitutions in Courts of 
Juſtice are ill laid, Officers being either exorbitant or de- 


fe&tive, Charges and Fees too great ; Juries madein-a mixt. 


way of good and bad men, ignorant and unable to judge in 
difficult caſes; Parties not ſuffered to ſpeak for themſelves 


whereby 


% - 
he _ 


and take with men, Rev.2,14, 15, 16,20,21, 22, 22, 


5 (14 
whereby many righteous caules = been betraid and over- 
thrown, Places of Juſtice ſet ro ſale, and the like, 

In the Executive power likewiſe: Firſt, When Judges, [u- 
ſtices and Magiſtrates put off the complaints of the oppreſſed 
for want of gifts, not willing to move tor their reliet with- 
our. hire, whereas they are bound to help them readily upon 
complaint, Exod. 23.8. Det. 16, 19,J/ai.1, 23, Secondly, 
When Judges and Magiſtrates, Counſellors, juries, and all 
conſpire together to overthrow a righteous cauſe for filthie 
lucre ſake, Mrcah 3:11. EJek.22.12, Dent.27.25, this hath 
2 ſolemn Curſe upon ir, 1[#i.5.23. Thirdly, When Juſtice 
is delayed beyond what is meet, after that the cauſe hath been 
throughly heard, by ſhifts and tricks of Law, to toil and wea- 
ry the oppreſled in ſeeking their right, Hab.1.2,3,4. Iſat.59. 
14, Fourthly, When through favour, or affection, or by-re- 
{pets a wrong doer 1s acquitted , and let go unpunithed , 
Fer.5. 28, 1 Kings 40,42, 5, When awicked perſon is 
not onely connived at and {pared, but alſo affoiled as guilt- 
leſs, and juſtified in Courr, Prov. 17.15, and 24, 24, 

Again, When Falſe-Worſhips, Errors, Lukewarmneſs, 
over-{preads the Churches, 1, Either when Idolatry, Su- 
perſtitzon, and Falſe worſhips are allowed of, or connived at, 
Fade. 2, 10, 12,13, 14,15, 2, When there is a great de- 
tection from thetrue Worſhip of God, and drawing off from 
Gods Ordinances and holy Church-tellowſhip, Princes and 
Nobles giving no example of obedience and zeal for the wor- 
ſhip of God in their own perſons and families, nor putting 
forth their authority tor encouraging the ſer vice of God, And 
the people (a few'{cattered ones only excepted ) generally re- 
volted from the Goſpel-worſhip,and cold and indifferent about 
religion Rev, 3, 15,16, both in publike and private, 3, When 
abominable deſtructive Errors and Herelies are {pread abroad 
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The ſtxth Maxime, _ 
In times of Deſertion, generally Grace decays; Sin grows 
ripe, Tulgments are augmented, and at length Deſo- 
Lation is decreed. | 


"YRace decays. / Firſt, in the Principle of life, the Holy 
Spirit wich-bllding his counſels, quicknings, ſweet mo- 
tions and gracious ſtrivings, 2, Grace decays 1n its vivaci- 
ty and working, fo that men are not fo vigorous for God, 
and ready to good works and cheerful in duties as they were, 
2, Gracedecays inthe extent, when Love grows cold to- 


wards God and our brethren: Faith is ſcarce to befound,men 


are difficult in receiving Goſpel-truths and Goſpel-commands 
that are of great importance, the word not made a rule, nor 
{avorie in its precious confolations, No delighttul expectati- 
on of Chriſts appearing; zeal tor God very rare, and low , and 
littledelight in communion with God, - 4, Grace decays in 
ts effets, 1, Whenthereis not much comfort in mens ſpi- 
rits but doubts, fears, wounds, fcars, complaints, 2, When 
Satan takes courage againſt Chriſtians, and comes on with 
oreat wrath and violence, as a Conqueror when he fees his 
enemies give ground, and caſt away their ſhields comes on 
with power, 3. Chriſtians are like fooliſh Virgins drowfie 
and unprepared for Chriſts coming, | 

. Sin grows ripe, Gen. 6.5.7.11,12,t3. 1, Sin grows ripe, 
when the root is come to its full magnitude; now the root 
of fin is the love of fin; when men allow themfelves in their 
fin, and hate him and verſecute himthat reproves*himin the 
cate, having a fixed purpole togo on their way, whatſoever 
God and his Spirit and Minifters {ay againſt it, 2, Sin grows 
ripe when the branches are many and large; great enormous 
crunes are the branches of fin, great pride, and vain glorious 
poinp and ſtare, greedy coveting of wortdly things; opprefii- 


ON 


; (16) | 
on of the poor, and afflicted, rioting, and high jollitie joyned 
with an infenfibleneſs of the fad judgments of God abroad, 
and the afflictions of Gods diſtrefled Foſeph , profanation of 
the Sabbath, contempt of Gods Word, and counſel of his 
faichful Miniſters, perſecution of the godly, 1/at 5, 8,7, 17, 
12,13, 14,15, Levit. 26, 14, 15, 34, 35,43. 2 Chron, 26,15, 
16, 17, &c, Luke 21,12, 16, 17, Amos 6. 1, 2, 3.4.5, 6, 
7, &c, 3. Sin grows ripe, when its peſtilential ſhadow 
{preads large over all ſorts and conditions of men, Court and 
Country, Princeand Prophets, Cities, Univerſities, Courts 
of juſtice, and Councels of the Nation, killing by its dead- 
ly quality every plant that is ſer underit, . 4. Sin grows ripe, 
when its fruit grows mellow, men being imboldned in ſin 
and facilitated toit to commit fn with eaſe,and without check 
of conſcience, ſteeled againſt the reproofs of God, taking up 
4 reſolution of Scelera [celeribus tuenda, Old monſtrous ex- 
ploded fins and errors being revived amongſt men, 
Judgments are augmented : God begins his reproof of Na- 
tions with eaſter judgements at firſt, and then raiſes them 
higher and higher, making one take what the other left, God 
ſomerimes nies by ſeven fold, Lewvit. 26.16, to 39. foel 7, 2, 
Mar.24 8. 7-6. . 
Ifai. 3 1> 2 3, 334» 6,7. L#Kke 21,8, 9, 10,11, 29, 21,22,23, 24, 25, 26, fa- 
4 8. mines, droughts, deluges, want of ftree-trading with forreign 
* _ £323: Nations, ſickneſs, peſtilences, upon men and beafts, earth- 
©. quakes, fire, windes, inthe civil ſtate great mutations in the 
oovernment for the worſe not for the better, cvil wars, tu- 
mults, Anarchy, forreign invaſions, Art length Deſolation 
is decreed : when a people will not bow to God, they muſt 
needs breakat length, Zeph 2,2, 8&c, Luke 21,20, 24, 1ſai, 1, 
7, 8,28,29, 30, 31, 
The Churchis diſſolved; the Church is the citie wherein 
Godis ſaid ro dwell, and when that js diſſolved God js de- 
parted, Hebr.12, 22, Zeche 2,5, &c, . Or elſe through con- 
cinual waſtings it is reduced to a {mall number, Micah 7. 1, 2. 
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The ſeventh Maxime, 


Tn thmes of Deſertion terrible preternatural accidents are [et 

' © forthby the handof Godin the Heavens and Elements , 

to give men warning and work them over 10 a holy fear of 

the Lord and his judgments, dreadful and unuſual Eclip- 

ſes, Comets, flaming Swords, Apparition: in the Firma- 

ment ;, intenſion of light, or creation of ſome new Star in 

the eight Sphere , the Sea, and Earth, and Fire, being a 

womb of frequent, monſtrous and extraordinary dread- 

ful effett:, monrous births amongſt mankinde and beaſt;, 
Luke 21, 11, 25,26, Joel 2, 30. 31, 


mg what more ſad and dreadful condition can people 
tall into then to be torſaken of God, and yet it is hard 
for us to be convinced that we areunder ſuch a condition, or 
going apace into it : Firſt, becauſe it comes on gradually ; 
Gods departure is not altogether of a ſuddain, but by little and 
little, and therefore the more inſenfible;the Lord notes it in his 
people when he tels them, that gray hairs are here and there 
upon them, and yet they could not be perſwaded that thy grew 
old becauſe old age had crept upon them by little and little, yea, 
God had ſet fire round about them, and burnt them up, yer 
they did not feel themſelves hurr, 

A ſecond Reaſon is, Men take up with the outward enjoy- 
mefit of ſome Ordinances in a formality, and are contented 
with a little Religion, ſo that as long as they have ſomething 
left of Religion they are well enongh contented, the Calves 
in Dan and Bevel lerved Iſrael: turn, as well as the true wor- 
ſhip of God at Feruſalem, and in Fudah, they cryed, the. Tem. 
ple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, at the very laſt,think- 
ing they were well enough, becauſe they.had a little form and 
outſide of Religion left, | 
3: Themore God drays off from us, the greater our inſen- 
ſy oY C ſibleneſs 
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fibleneſs grows ; and therefore we cannot diſcern Gods depar- 
ture for want of a ſenſible heart, 

4. Some mens portion is ſtill fat, and they want not for 
mirthand all rs 4 and therefore they think all is well, this 
remptationis apt to hold thoſe thatare 1n great power and 
places, as it did Zedekzah and his Princes, and the Lords of the 
Philiſtines when they delayed and ſent the Ark about from 
citie to citie, thinking all that mortality was but a chance, and 
all that while it reach'd not unto them it was well enough, 

5. Reaſ, Some men are intangled in their own particular 
troubles and intereſts, as they cannot bear leaſure to think 
how it is with the publike and Church of God : Thus a ſtrange 
ſtupiditie grows upon the hearts of men, and the farther they 
0 off from GoJ, the more miſerable and more inſenſible of 
their miſery, 

The Lord convince us, the Lord who onely can deal 
with a heart of ſtone, and pull it out of our boſomes, 
whenit paſſes all the art of Men and Angels, the Lord, I ſay, 
convince us before it betoo late, and ſtare this caſe aright : 
How js it withus! How it is between us and him? Doubt- 
lels it would bethe greateſt point of our wiſdom to inquire 
into the truth of this our preſent caſe, which though ſadly 
hinted at now and then by the gracious and faithful Miniſters 
of this age, yet has not hitherto been ſtated ex pr: feſſo by 
any ; We want not, Oh bleſſed be God, that yet we want not 
faichful able Prophets and Seers that would give counſel from 
the Lord, and ſhewus how great our danger is, and what is 
to be applied as a Remedie, unleſs we meanto let all go for 
19ſt, and paſt recovery, Thus they ſaid in Feremies time, 
There ts no hope, there is noremedy. paſt cure; and in Samuels 
time, though they had wiſe and godly Miniſters of tne Sanctu- 
ary, and a Prophet, ſo ſingular a Prophet, as. that Samuel was, 
by whom God ſpake ſo evidently, yet asked they not after 
the Lord in his time for 20 yeers together, O ye vigilant 
Shepherds of Gods people, ye Princes and Miniſters k the 
Church of God, ſee you to this tetimes,for it chiefly concerns 


you, 


(19) | 
you, for _y intimes of Deſettion, the heavieſt blowes of 
Gods diſpleaſure in general judgments are- moſt ſure to fall up- 
on you, if you fit careleſs and mindleſs of the flock in this 
condition: Woe tothe idle Shepherd that regaraceh not the 
ſtate of the flock, the ſword ſhall be upon his arm, and upon 
hu right eye, his arm ſhall be clean dryed up, and his right 


eye ſhall be utterly dur kned, ſaith the Lord. Alas ! how ma- zech. 11.17. 


ny men had not diedif they had not been over confident of 
their life; and how many goodly Kingdomes and Churches 
had not been over-thrown, if they had not been ſecure when 
the mighty hand of God was lifted up againſt them, thisis our 
temper we know not our time, Man knoweth not his time 
(faith Solomon) but like as the fiſh is caught in an evil net becauſe 
he knowtth not his time: {o is man; he takes not his time to 
avoid the danger that is gathering about him, 

Whar is our caſe? is jt nothing tous? all this that hath 
been ſpoken, is it nothing to us* Ab, Iwiſh heartily it did 
not at all concern mine own Country ; may that ever bethe 
bleſſed aboad of Gods preſence and never be forſaken; but 
iSitin truth nothing to us? like Nathars parable to David 
a doleful tory , but nothing tv him until the Prophet ſaid, 
Thou art the many, Thengive meleave, O beloved Eneland, 
and dear Chriſtian brethren, give me leave in very faithfulneſs 
and love, and deereſt love, and dclour of my very heart to 
ſay, thar that is the caſe of this afflicted Land and Nation, 
We have ſurely been under a great meafare of Deſertion al- 
ready, and what theend will be, Icdreadto think , its true, 
weare not yet wholly given up, but yet Igrieveto ſay, we 
are fargone, and promiſe our ſelves better times then I ſee - 
ground for. Look back upon the years that are paſt; tor theſe 
thirty years together and more, how little of God hath beene 
in our Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Councels : Yea, what a conſpi- 
racy.was there in that Kings Reign, by proſtituting the Word, 
Sacraments and Sabbaths of God, and abuſing and baniſhing 
the Godly Miniſters of the Land? What a conſpiracy ”_— 

C 2 there 
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there to drive God out ofthe Land, andthe purity and power 
of true Religion, and ſet up Superſtition and protancneſs ? and 
certainly there hath been a great miſs of Gods preſence,even in 
the great Councels of the Nation in theſe latter times, Some- 
times God hath ſtirredupthe ſpirit of his fairbful Miniſters, 
who delivered the mind of God to them, as appears by ſeveral 
Sermons upon record againſt this generation; but their com- 
plaints have not been hearkened to, they turned away the 
{houlder even to this day, and have not accepted of the King- 
dom of God offered tothem: Go ſearch through the Tribes 
of our 1ſrael,and ſee how {mall the number is of thoſe that bear 
up a profeſſion of Chriſts name,but generally how oppoſite are 
the people of the Land to the work of Reformation? which in- 
deedis the very great work thatChriſt calls for in theſe dayes i& 
we mean to prevent our ruine that cometh on faſt upon us. 
This I have noted, as a fatal mark upon a people and genera- 
tion alittle before their deſtruction, that God faid at them, 
They would none of my Covnſel , they deſpiſed all my reproof , 
they put out the eyes of their very Seers,@and ſaid totheir Seer, 
ſee not, and to the Prophets prophecy not ; now howare a 
people liketo have the counſel of God. when they fay (as 
that wretched 4hab) of their Prophets, They hate ws aud will 
prophecy no good but evil tows, they cry down the advice of 
- | holy Miniſters and Church councels, as needleſs, by whom 
if by any upon earth,God uſesto fend hiscounſel to the nations, 
then to be ſure the deſtruction of that people is nigh., God is 
not amongſt them; They dig deep;ſaith theLord , to hide their 

counſels from me,and when they cry I will not hear, 

Again, how have we been delivered up to our own counſels, 
and toiled in our own devices,and carried about with the fierce 
tempeſt of ſtrong temptations through manjfald mutations 
back and forth, which wiſe ſtates-men uſe to obſerve as a fore- 
running cauſe of the overthrow of Republikes, as Phyſicians 
do alſo of their ſick men, when they cry, carry me from bed to 
bedfor I find no eaſe, then is death nigh: . Thus are we toiled 

| | till 
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rill onr hearts be almoſt broken, and no one knows what to do! 
or what to adviſe poor $j9y crying out , is there none of my ſons 
chat T have brought up that is able t9help me? - Diviſions - ca- 
vellings, ſ&lt-ſeeking have rofſed men: about Hke light chaffe in 
awhirle-wind, How has the whole blefſedTrinity groaned over 
us and ſtirred with great indignation againſt us, The Father ca- 
ſting off his people, as if they were 2 burthen upon his heart, 
reaching as if he would ſpue them our of: his month into other 
lands, yea out of the land of the living, 'throwing thouſands and 
Hundreds of thouſands intothe grave, Hoiv has theLord Chrift 
watched likea Lion, and kea Leopard, and catched the very 
choice ones of the flock and rent them inpieces? How has the 
Spirit ſtriven and reproyed this peoplerill he be now almoſt wea- 
ry? for methinks1 ſee that bleſſed and moſt ative Spirit fitting 
down-and ſaying, I will ſtrvenomore, tf they will be a loſt peo- 
ple let embe ſoft, Thave done, I have donewith them,the work 
of converſion ſhall ceaſe, ler the world now make converts of 
them and their poſterity, | Ws 
Again, ' Note how generallyhath the wrath of theLord gone 
through the land even almoſt to make afylt'end: what County, 
what City or Country, what family in theſe three Nations hath 
not taſted of the bitter cup of Gods diſplealurez and that roo in 
4 very terrible manner, yea and for a long-feaſon tee? Wrath 
bath been climbing higher and higher, even-for theſe 30 years, 
andif rhe' ancient ones might ſpeak; , perhaps they would {erthe 
account higher, | 
Look upon the three great marks of the Church of Chriſt 

upon earth, and ſee how they are clouded and darkned : How is 
the word flighred, dis-favour'd, quenched? The holy Sacr- 
ments thrown by and fled from, as if the fleſh of Chriſt were 
not our meat, but our bane, and we could be better without 
it, The peace and,order and Government of the Church broken 
to ſhivers and caſt off, ſo thar unleſs I look into ſome by-corners 
of the Nation, here and there, I can ſcarce find the ſplinters and . 
relickes of the true notes of the holy Church of Chriſt amongſt 


us, 
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us, Oſadword; what are we declining to after all our ptofeſ- 
ſions, vowes declarations? what will we fall off from the Church 
of Chriſt like withered leaves in winter,will we baniſh our ſelves, 
exclude our ſelves, flie from the ſweet and precious ſpouſe of 
Chriſt, and mother that bare us, and paps that gave us ſuck - 
Look tarther yet upon the Ordinances ot Magiſtracy and Miniſtr 

and look with wakeing eyes, and with lgning hearts: are the 


| becomeasdead w_ ,;a liveleſs Efhgies, little vigour, and ho- 
e 


nour and power in them* do they lye1n thy ſtreets.O Sodom. like 
the ſlain witneſſes, fitter for the grave then tor the Throne, whiles 
the profane ones make merry with the liberty they have, andin- 
ſult over them as thoſe , that whiles they had the power of 
God were bonds and cords to them and tormented them, 
What ſad breakings have our eyes ſeen upon Parliaments, 
and Princes, and Councels, as it-the Lord did ſay, in vain do you 
truſt in broken ciſterns when you have forſook the ciſtern of liv- 
ing water, We have had alittle hope ſometimes, and ſaid, but 
now we hope God hath provided taithtul zealous magiſtrates for 
his people, and painful miniſters, but how ſoon hath God turned 
his handand took them away again? yea how ſoon have they 
turned their hearts and ſaid , we have no power in the things of 
God, if the Lord be God he will plead for himſelf? See and 
acknowledg what checks have been ſer againſt many good pur- 
poſes of repairing the breaches of the Nation, and ſerling the 
Government thereof in righteouſneſs, when we are carried back 
ag4ininto Egypt almoſt, Look upon our Courts of Juſtice and 
wiſeſt Councels of the Nation,and do not they anſ{iver the diſtreſ- 
ſedas that King of Iſrael, 41a! if God do not help we cannot 
hep. isthere not a great cry of the oppreſſed intheland, ſurely 
God hearsit, What mts and indifferency upon the 
Churches? the beſt complain of decay of vigour for God, of 
the growth of ſin,of the continuance of judgments , as that poor 
people ſo arewe, we roare like bears and mourn like dover, Yea 
laſtly , conſider, hath not God wrote dreadful characters in the 
heavens and earth,cnough to make the ſtoureſt ſpirited BelſhaFer 

| tremble 

y ul, 
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tremble if he had any ſenſe left, -and do-notwe yet conclude of 


our danger? What is it that bears up our hopes? What 05}. 1. 


would we obje&t, would weſay, we hope no ſuch danger 2 for 
God has ſer up amongſt us godly magiſtrates and miniſters.now 
adayes? Bleſſed be Godfor them; bur yet this argues nor bur 
that there has been a great deſertion upon the land aforetime, and 
even yet alſoit may continue: God fer up godly Magiſtrates inthe 
raign of Foſiah over Judah, and yer thar deſolation and captivity 
was not prevented, | | 


But thereis ſome little work of reformation begun, and there- 0hj. 2, 


fore we hope God means not to caſt off the Nation, 

So it was in Foſiuhs time likewiſe, and Zedekihs time there 
was a very glorious work begun by Fofiat, and the worſhip of 
God ſer up with more folgmnity tentimes then now a dayes; 
Prince and people joyning like one man in that bleſſed work, and 
yet it prevented not their ruine; whereas the reformation a- 
moneſt us is fo little, and the eppoſition ſo eminent; that I muſt 
ſay,that even for this, for the very diſcouraging and oppoſing of 
the kingdome of God amongſt us, we deletve to beall ruined to- 
gether, Oh! tell jt not in Gath and publ ſhit not in Aſbkelon, 
leaſt the uncircumci ed of the Nations mock at our ſhame, for what 
Natim has had God ſonigh them , offer'd to them in his Goſpel , 
and invited by ſo many great falvations, and anſwer of prayers 
in our calamity, as this Nation of Ezz/and, and yet we do not 
own God as heexpedts, which makes him go onin a courſe of 
judgments amongſt us ſtill, 


But God has done well for his people in theſe ſad times, caſting 06; 3. 


out their enemies that ſought their ſubverſion and the ſubver- 
ſion of the true Worthip of God, and giving his peopleliberty 
in their profeſſion, .and exalting them inthe room of thoſe thar 
held them in bondage, and therefore we hope theſe are not times 
of Ceſcrtion, 

I anſwer two ways to this Objection: Firſt, that it is uſual wich 
God thus ro do in times of general ceſertion,to mindein a ſpecial 


. O . 
manner his poor peoples good; when he leaves other things to the 


plunder 


Ma'. 3. 5- 


_ refine his people thereby, and ſo to ſettle 


— w———_— 
phmder,yet at thar ciewe he paiked tþ His jewels, ahd hides them ir 
a ſafe place: when he Rtfikes arall; yer he khows where hjs blovw's 
fall, and he lays the heavier etid of Bs Raf upotthis foes, whiles 
bis children ctowd under a teſt thete ſhotild be any mi- 
ftaks, he ſers 3 mark it their foretieads too, thar he rtiay be ſure to 
make a difference, ' But yet becauſe they ate ſpared;it does nor 
argue that others wete not beaten, and becauſe he paſſes by their 
door poſts, it cannot be ſaid there was no general plague in Ezypr. 
This 1s the very thing that God aims at in _ defertions, to 

ther peace; ſee 1/47.5. 
13, compared with'17, When God had ſaid , Therefore my 


people are gont into captivity becauſe they have no knowledge, and 


their honourable men are famiſhed, and their multitude dried up 
with thirſt ; but what;is it ſo with Gods own choice people, 
doth the Lord make no'difference 2 Note what follows, Then fhall 
the lambs feed after their manner, and the waſte places of the fat 
ones ſhall ſtrangers eat : it does not follow therefore, that it is no 
time of deſertion upon the Land, becanſe God provides well for 
his people at ſuch rirhe, i pn 

jw: take anotheranſwer, The deſertion may not be yet 0- 
ver,it may fall heavy, though you have been ſpared hitherto, your 
turn may come next, and the ſooner becauſe of your ingratitude, 
unfruitfulneſs and ſecurity under judgments, nay if you come 
inthe room of thole that God caſt out before you, and ſin even 
as they, it ſhall be worſe with you then with them, as God threat- 
ned his people when he diſ-poſſefled the Amorites to make room 
for 1ſrael, Now ah ! doth not your apoſtaſie and lukewarmneſs, 
yea coldneſsinlove and zeal, and tyawing back from holy fellows- 
ſhip and — precious Ordinarices ? yea, doth not oppteſſion , 
pride, worldlinefs, hardneſs of heart, and looſneſs,and other abo- 
minable filthineſs of Sodom, witneſs againſt you that profeſs bet- 
ter things © therefore I fear there will come a time wherein thoſe 
alſo ſhall have ther ſhare, . Hear yethat are afar off, what 1 have 
done ſaith the Lord, and ye that are near acknowledoe my. might. 


T ht ſinners th Sion are afraid, fearfulneſr hath ſurprized the 


hypo- 


(25 ) 
hypocrites : Who among us ſhall dwell with the devouring fire 2 
Who among us ſhall awell with everlaſting burning' ? He that 
walketh righteouſly, and ſpeaketh uprightly, hethat deſpiſeth the 
gain of oppreſcions, that ſhaketh his hands from holding of tfi. ;3. 
bribes, that ſteppeth his ear from hearing of blood, and ſhutteth 
kis eyes from ſeeing evill : He ſhall dwell on high, hs place of de- 
fence ſhall be the munitions of rocks, bread ſhali be given him, his 


water: ſhall be ſure. | 

But this is vour opinion onely ; who is there of thoſe famous 
Lights and godly Miniſters yet among us, thatis of this judg- 
ment, for in the mouth of two or three witneſſes every truth 1s 
eſtabliſhed 2 But what Witneſles joyn wich you in this: Thar 
the State of the Church hath been for many yeers, and yet is a 
State of Delertion 2? , | 


Indeed I muſt confeſs I have not met with any that have ex Anfw. 


profeſſs ſtated this caſe, and theretoreT had many waverings in 
my ſelf in undertaking of it, andtofay truth, Thad never ad- 
ventured upon it, had not the Lord put the little book into my 
mouth and made me eat it before I publiſhed it;mybelly was made 
bitter with the diſguſt thereof, for ſo it pleaſed the Lord, firſt to 
lead me by the irreſiſtible terrible hand of his ſoveraignty again? 
much relu&ancy of my ſpirit through this ſad and doleful con- 
dition thatT might have experience of Gods dealing herein,and be 
more ſenſible of the Churches caſe, Now the light that the Lord 
had communicated to my heart, I durſt not fer under a buſhel, for 
God ſeems to require it of me, and if I ſhould with-hold it, in - 
the conſciouſneſs of mine own infirmity, it would be ro my pe- 
ril, - T know it is a ſceptical age wherein welive, ard the plaineſt 
truths of God are cavell'd at, and hard to bereceaived, yet whe- * 
ther men will hear, or whether they will torbear, God uſes to 
give warning by his faithful Miniſters, with whom his ſecrer is, 
and I beſeech the Lord togive his own people underſtanding, 
that they may know the thoughts and counlel of his heart there- 
in, Andyet Ithink the Lord has not put me forth ſingly upon 
this work neither , but whiles I was thus fluctuating amongſt 

= many 
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many diſcouragements, it pleaſed God to bring to my hand pro- 
videntially the teſtimonies of ſeveral godly precious Miniſters 
of this age (which has indeed abounded with many) collarerally 
abetting this truth, and ſtrengthning my hands, as Ezekre! 
did Fercm'ah, preaching the like word, | 
The Firſt teſtimony which ſeems in part to favour this Poſition 
is, that of Mr, Greenhil upon EJekzel, cap.3 .v. 12.Pp.311. put 
torthin the year of our Lord, 16 45, ©The Happineſs ( ſaith 
*he) of a peopleis to have the Lord and his glory amongſt them. 
* and their greateſt miſery is to have God depart trom them moſt 
* think the happineſs of a peopleto lie in liberty, honour, plenty 
* of all things: Daw:donce ſubſcribed toir, Plal.144.15. Hap- 
© py are the people that are in ſuch 4 caſe, but he quickly croſſeth 
* out that ſubſcription, and ſaith, Tea, Happy is that people whoſe 
*God # the Lord : There's the happineſs to have God amongſt 
* them, heis the glory of a people, Zach.2,5, He was the glory in 
*the midſt of Fernſalem,there God dwelt, as his worſhip, laws, 
*oracles, miracles teſtified, and ſo he made Feruſalem glorious 
*among all Nations: Where true Religions, pure worſhip, and 
* Ordinances, and God working for the good of his people, de- 
* tending them, thar is the glory and excellency of a Kingdome; 
v Chrox, 13.25, ſaith Abijah, God 6 with us for our captian > 
*this was morethen all the ſtrength of /dah befide, when 7erg- 
* boamn came againſt him with 800000 choſen men, with you are 
© the golden Calves, ver, 8, you have a great number, but God js 
"not with you to be your glory and detence, you have the calves, 
*which is your ſhame and nakedneſs, but God js with us whois 
*our glory and defence : and when Jeruſalem tell to Idolatry,God 
*tels them, that: they had changed their glory for that that wid 
© not profit, Jer, 2, 11, they had driven away their glory, and here 
* was the beginning of theirwo; that's the miſery of a Kingdom 
*ro have God depart from it,then publike enterpriſes proſper nor, 
*2 Chron.22.24.then counſel fails, 1 Sam.28,15,protection is gone 
* 1I{a.5.. 5. then peace, loving kindneſs and mercies go, er. 16. 5. 
*rhis is as taking the Sunrout of the Firmament, the eyes out: of 
the 
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(27) | 
*che head, or ſoul out of the body; now a Kingdome and peo- 
* ple he expoſed to all evils and miſchiets, Hoſea 9,12, Woe to then 
* when 1 depart from them; all miſchiets preſently ſtepin, croud 

' *inupon a peopleleft of God; famine, wars, captivity,a perverſe 

"ſpirit, and treacherouſneſs one to another came upon this peo- 
*ple when God left his place; and fo after Chiiſts death; when 
* God left them, and that voice was heard jn the Temple, 
* Migremus hinc,which Tacitws in his Annals allo mentions, A «- 
* aita major humana vox excedere Deos, ſimul ingens motue exce- 
* dentium; after this dreadful miſery befell them,war, famine, di 
* perſion was their portion; they are without God, Chriſt and 
*mercy to this day, anundon and moftunhappy people, We 
*had almoſt driven God away by our 1ſins;” ſpecially by our Ido- 
*latry and ſuperſtition, but God and his glory are not quite gone, 
© Fer. 14.9. et thos 0 Lord art inthe midſt of us,and we are 
* called by thy name.leave us not, Thus far Mr,Greenhill he con» 
teſles at that time God ſeemed about to depart, God and his 
glory arenot quite gone, and this indeed is true yet, and may it 
ever beattuth amongſt us; God is not quite gone, but it he be 
upon going and go farther and farther , what thall we fay at laſt, 
Let us hear the complaints ofGodsMiniſters ſince that time,which 
was'thirteen years agoe, and ſeeif they complain not ſtillin ikg 
fort, 


The next year after this God ſets the ſame note upon Mr, +;,. .. 
L ockiers heart, An. Dom 1646, upon Colof, 1. See both his Epi- wirne!3. 


ftle-;and npon v.20, he ſaith thus : © Sinners view theſe times, they 


*<arevery bloody, God fout with us certainly, how much doth 


* it troubleyou 2 are you not the ſame men you were inthe ſame 
*wayes? can aman live in his fins and be at peace with God 
*cana man be arpeace with his luſts and with his God? ſecurity 
*{layes us, nothing will break our hearts; theretore God breaks 
* our names, our ſtates, our bones; we Matter our ſelves bur rife 
*net to Our duty : men thus in with themlelves are certainly out 
*with God; tis England: heavy plague, God looks not as man 
*looks;when you feaſt, he mourns, Victories ſpeak not on 

D 2 "es cied: 
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<ciled: what victories do you ſee truth makeupon mens luſts ? 
©2re not men as dead-hearted,as ſtout-hearted, as rotten-hearted 
cxsever? The Works of God muſt be acknowledged but not 
<abuſed; you muſt have other things then this or that exte:nal 
c victory to make atrue medium to demonſtrate God reconciled 
© to you ; when juſtice kills bodies on our f1de,it may kill as many 
«ſouls 0n the other ſide: wrath works without and within, Lord 
< how many are hardned and fatned by the blood of others? evil 
c men _— not judgment, bu: they that ſeck the Lord under- 
« and all things, Prov,28, 5, A man had need pray over one act 
© of Providence a thouſand times ere he venture to interpret it 
c once; tis the higheſt wiſdomein the world, to underſtand the 
<wvorks of God the words of God are ambiguous.the works of 
©God are more ambiguous, yet compared they will illuſtrate one 
<another ; but few dothis at all, not one of a thouſand an artiſt 
<rhis way ; and hence tis that Perſons and Kingdomes cry peace, 
<peace when there is no peace; we take up words and works by 
<ote, andruine our ſelves and others; it all the Kings ſide were 
<{lain,yet were we never the neerer peace with God if we continue 
<to refiſt his will ; he hath many wayes to avenge the quarrel of 
<his Covenant,and to makeall fides know their own, National 
© peace and perſonal peace have one foundation, a through imbra- 
<cing of Chriſt,as you ſee Perſons or Kingdomes purſue or faulter 
cherein,ſo fear or hope, He & our peacewhich hath made two one, 
© broken diwn the wall of Fartition, Chriſt is our peace, as we be- 
<come one with him, we become one with God and the creature; 
<Chriſt and we two,God and weare twh,God and we out, we muſt 
needs be out with one another,and with all the Creation, 

The ſame Reverend Author goes onfarther pag, 185, What 
condition but is full of mutation 7 brave States, brave Kingdomes, 
bleeding to death , and brought almoſt to nothing, Our finis 
ripe, wrath is gone forth, England that was the Queen of Na- 
tions for all fulneſs is waſting to nothing: Natives that for a 
while haveleft us, and now teturn to viſit us, ſcarce know their 
mother land , her face which looked ſo pleaſantly, is now fo 
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beſmeared with blood; here was the ſeat of my anceſtors, but tis 
burn'd; there had I brave and fyeet kindred, but now they are 
ſlain, and thoſe chat livewiſh tor death, becauſe nothing left to 
live upon; we had trealure as the flints ofthe brook.eſtateto ac- 
compliſh any thing, but now we taint in every undertaking for 
want of ſilver ſinnewes, Wehad many Callings, as fo many 
ſeveral Ornaments and pillars of State, now all is turned into one 
all grave-makers one for another, every one with his {pade by 
his ſide, to dig into the heart of his "Ax rol to dig out a ſub- 
ſiſtence: Light was little, but Love was much; truth could not be 
found, but it it could,O how ſweet (faid we) ſhould it beunto us, 


. dearer then all ? truth now ſhineth4n our conſciences and we care 


not for it: Ah Lord! this is the ſaddeſt change of all, the liv- 
ingaredead, the ſouls living are ſlain with an evil time; Gods 
vowes were upon us, but now thrown off and becauſe the time 


will not bear them, Outward changes are bad, but inward 


changes are far worſe: England where arethoſe flames of love 
which blazed fo gloriouſly a few years agoe? brethren in new 
England were precious: Othat we had 1linm in Ital;um,New Ene- 
landin Old; Brethrenin Holland were precious, O that we had 
them again, and the mercies which there they enjoy ! and now 
they are with us, they are trampled upon as thedirt, and all their 
pains to hold forth Chriſt and truth to us: arenot theſe ſad chan- 
oes? Englands out-{ide,in-{1de, all changed; from vertuerofin , 
trom loveto malice, from wrath to blood, and thus lies weltring 
and no eye pitties her, neither Gods &yenor her own;  th:s 
Naomi? Twas Naomze: friends ſpeech to her, her condition was 
ſo altered that they knew her not : is this pleaſant? O no, ſaith 
ſhe, call me not pleaſant, call me Mara, bitterne{]e , for the Lerd 
hath dcalt bitterly with me: {o may] now fay, isthis England 
pleaſant England: Ono, callit Mars, bitternels,tor affection is 
curned into gall and wormwood, the deals very bitterly with God 
and his people, and the Lord deals very bitterly with her, fin 
multiplies and hightens it ſelt as miſery doth; it God benot ve- 
ry merciful,twill make miſery laſt till thecebenvt a man of us left, 


Hear 


Wo. - _—_ 
3. Winefs Hear another witneſs ſpeak of the danger of the times,Mr, 
William Briag ina Sermon before the Parhament, May the 17, 
1648, Upon Math.25.6, pag.z0, We read of twolſorts of ſigns 
which goe before the comming of Jeſus Chriſt, ſome that are 
more remote and tranſtent, ſome that are more immediate and 
juſt at his coming. Thoſe that are moreimmediate and juſt at his 
coming, ye read of in the 20, of Math,v,29.30, Immmediately 
after the tribulatian of thoſe dayes ſhall the Sun be darkned, and the 
Moon ſhall not give her l:ght, and the ſtars ſhall fall from beawven 
and the powers of the heavens ſhall be ſhaken , and then ſhall 
«pvear the ſign of the ſon of man in heaven, and then ſhall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn , and they ſhall ſee the ſon of man 
comming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, 
There are yet to come, but thoſe that are more remote, all 
ſeem tobe paſt already, Before tbe coming of Chriſt (ſayes the A- 
poſtle):he man of ſin ſhall be revealed that is paſt;before the com- 
ing of Chriſt there ſhall falſe Prophets ariſe, and ſay Iam Chriſt, 
and another Iam Chriſt, this is paſt: before the perſonal coming 

ot Chriſt, there thall be wars and rumours of wars,this is paſt, 
And betore that day, there ſhall be great diviſions even in the 
matter of Religion, one ſaying, Lo hereis Chriſt, and another, 
Lothereis Chriſt; thisis already : and immediately before, and 
at his coming, men ſhall be ſmiring their fellow ſervants, eating 
and drinking with the drunken; this is already : the wiſe and 
fooliſh virgins ſhall be all aſleep, and was there ever a time when 
both wiſe and fooliſh were morea fleepthen now? when men 
ſet themſelves to ſleep they draw their Curtains , pur 
out their lights and will have no more light come in; fo now, 
When men are aſleep their ſenſes are bound up that were open 
before, they ſee not, hear not, taſt not, ſmell not, their ſenſes 
arelockt up; fſleepis ligatio ſexſuum, And was there ever time 
when mens ſenſes were more bound up that were formerly exer- 
ciſed, then now 2 are there not ſome that would pray , and hear, 
and read, that will not now 2 who have now thrown off all duties, 
Ordinances, aud means? O' what ſleeeping is here? was there 
ever 
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ever ſuch {leeping . among profeſſors as now there is if ever 
wiſe and fooliſh Virgins were afleep , they ſeem to be inour 
dayes, AD | 
x The ſame Reverend Author witneſles again, ?aly the 15.1649, 
in his Vindication of Ordinances on Denter,18,15,pag.27, 

I'do exhort you, by the- ſweat of all your Miniſters dead and 
living, by the love you bear to pou own precious ſouls; hold 
'and keep cloſe to Ordinances in theſe declining times ; ſee whete 
they are in purity, and power, but keepcloſerothem, Tam 
perlwaded that thereis never a oneof you but would bea friend 
to Chriſt, ſayes Chriſt Then are you my friends if you dowhatſoe - 
wer I command you, And can my heart tell me;that T am a friend 
to Chriſt if I caſt off all his appointments,and all his Ordinances ; 
I am perſwaded that there is none of you, but defire to bethe 
children of God, Wiſdom #& juſtified of her children, Chriſt is 
the wiſdome of the Father, and if you bethe children of wif 
dome, you will juſtite Chriſt in all his appointments, bur if 
Chriſt the wiſdome of the father ſhall give you ſuch inſtitutions 
and Ordinances, and you caſt them off and kay they are low and 
fleſhly and the like: Oh how will you juſtifie Chriſt the wiſdom 
of the Father? whereforeT ſay, you that are profeſſors, hold your 
hold in theſe declining times,and if you know any of your friends 
that aredeparted from the good Ordinances of God , Oh ſtand 
and mourn and lament over ther, and ſay, alas ! alas ! my friend 
how is his crown fallen from his head, it you have a neighbour 
that hath a monſter born in ſtead of a child, you will lament over . 

our neighbour, and ſay, wr neighbour inſtead of a {yeet child 
or an ugly monſter with the head of a hog and the eares 
of an Aſſe: Ahmy poor neighbour hath a monſter born in her 
family, Why this No#-0rd:inance is Englands monſter and as 
people carry monſters up and down to ſhew rhem, ſoinother 
Countries they go up and down, and ſay, come-and behold 
the Engliſh Monſter,a thing never ſcen betore, that Profeſſors 
ſhould deny Ordinances : And yer good Lord, how many tamilies 


' 1n this Kingdom have this Monſter born there! Ah! will you: 


nor, 
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not. pray,weep, and lament over the families of your friends ? 
Chriſtian hold thy hold, in theſe ſad and declining times hold thy 
hold, 

Another Witneſs is Mr, Baxter in his Saints Reſt, part 3. c. 5. 
See.2, 4n, Dom. 165 0, who complains thus, Chriſt hath been 
pleading with England theſe fourſcore yeers and more, by the 
word of his Goſpel, tor his Worſhip, and tor his Sabbaths, and 
yet the Inhabitants arenot perſwaded ; nay he hath been plead- 
ng theſe f1x years by threatuings, and fire and {ivord, and yer.can 

revail but with very tewz and though theſe bloodie arguments 
ond been {pread abroad, and brought home to people: trom Pa- 
riſhto Pariih almoſt as far as the Word hath gone, fo that there 
is ſcarce a Pariſh in: many Counties where blood hath not been 
ſhed, and the bodies of the lain have not been left, yer multi- 
tudes in Englandare no more perſwaded then they were the firſt 
day of their warning ; and they have not heard the voice of the 
rod, which hath cryedup and down their ſtreets, yer O England, 
vill you not ſanctifie my Sabbaths, nor call upon my Name, 
nor regard my word, nor turn from your wotldlineſs and iwickec-, 
nels: God hath given them alaſh and reproof, a wound, and a 
warning ; he hath as it were ſtood in their blood with the {word 
in his hand, and among the heaps of the flain hath he pleaded 
with the living and ſaid, what {ay you 2 will you not worthip me, 
and fear me, and take me tor your Lord? and yet they will not : 
Alas, yet to this day England will not ! Ler me here write it,and 
leave it upon record, that God may be juſtified, and England 
may be aſhamed, and poſterity may know it God do deliver us, 
how ill we deſerved it, or it he deſtroy us how wiltully we pro- 
cured it; andif they that paſs by thall ask, wherefore hath God 
done thus to a flouriſhing and proſperous Land * you may give 
them the true, though doletul anſwer, They would not hear, 
they would not regard, he {mote them down, he wounded them, 
he hewed them as wood, and then beſeeched the remainder to con- 
ſider and return, but they never would do it; they were weary of 
his ways, they were weary of his wayes, they polluted his Sab 
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baths, they caſt his word: antwactes out of their families. they* 
would not beatthepains tolearn-and obey his-will, nay,*h&y" 
abhorred his Miniſters and ſervants; and' holy ths; anJafrhs' 
at the laſt breath ; when he had (lainfive cholſind ar {#fight, th 

reſt did no more reform, then if they had never heard of it - Ay 
ſuch a ſpirit of ſlumber is tallenupon them, that if God fftioutd 
proceed, and kill them all (ave one man, and ask that one man, 
wilt thou yet ſeek me with all thy heart *- he would rather 
ſlight ic, Lord have mercy: upon us ! ' what is 'gone with 
mens underſtanding and ſenſes  haye they renounced 
reaſon as well as taith ? are they dead naturally as well as 
{piricually.? can they not hear and feel, though they cannot be- 
leeve? that {ad judgement is faln upon them mentioned in 1(ai.42 


24 , 25. Who gave Facib for a ſpoil, and Iſrael (England ) 


. to therobbers? did a0t the Lord, he againſt whom we have fanned: 


for they would not walk in bis ways, neither were they obedient to 
his Laws; therefore he hath poured upon them tht fury of his. an- 
ger, aud the firength of the batiel, and "it hath fet then _ 
round about, yet th:y knew it not ; it birned them yet they laid it 
not to heart, Yeathismuch more let us leave upon record a- 
againſt England, they have been fo far from refortnihe and ra- 
king up the worſhip of God with delight after allthis, that mill- 
titudes have contrarily abhorred jt at the very heart, and fonghr 
againſt it as long as. they could ſtand , and when they have been 


 woundedand overthrown in one conflict, they have been as for- | 
. ward to the next, as if they had never felt the hand of God at 


al, and to root out the: fingere worthippers-and worſhip of God 
5 their continueci endeavour; and till they thar ſucceed them do 


| the like, Lord, hoty haſt thou deſerved ſo muchill at theſemens 
; hands ! what harm hath praying, and reading, and preaching 
; painfnlly, and fanctifying the Sabbath, and fearing to offend done 
z*0 England 2 haverhey. ſuffered for theſs,/or for their enmity 
z:0 thele? And forthe Diſcipline of Chit though all parts of 
Ithe world have much oppoſed it, yet where hath it been fo PO1W- 
q&rfully reſiſted * the Lord grant that this hardned, willful, mali- 


E | ' cious 


Witneſs, 


- all former times, whoredom a 


(34) © 
cious Nation4all not under hat heavy. doom, Luke 19. 27, But 
thoſe mint enemies who would not that 1 ſhould reign over them; 
bringthem hither, and ſtay them before me.. "yg; | = 
"© Hearanother witheſs tor God againſt the preſent times, whom 
Tſhould have named with the firſt, becauſe his Teſtimony was 
givenin his Sermon betore the Parlament, Auguſt 13, 1644. I 
mean Mr, Herbert Palmer upon P[al,99,8,0,32,35,39, Thoſethat 
ſome yeers ago made great Conſcience of the Sabbarh, and of 
family Cuties, are now many of them come even to queſtion, Whe- 
ther the Sabbath be at all to be obſerved or no? and though they 
'eny not that family devotions are duties, yet they themlelves do 
ttle regard that their families ſhould obſerve them, ſome thar 
rere by their own confeſſion, ſo greatly con{cientious of ſecrer 
prayer, as that they could never omit it without an inward check, 
now do not make any the leaſt ſhew that they take any time for it 
ay ornight, The taithtul Miniſters are ſer againſt, their tithes 
nd dues with-held and denied, with pretence one while that they 
ze Jewiſh,another while that they are Popiſh,any thing that they 
way weary them our, and that they may haveno Miniſters at all, 
or only thoſe that are alrogether according to their own luſts, 
formerly .even in ill times, # conſcionable-Miniſterin ſome pla-- 
ces could do ſomwhat toward the bringing his people to know- 
leds, who now wholly caſt off the yoke Geemt: there.is no. g0- 
vernment neither Eccleſiaſtical nor Civil that they think will at 
all meddle with them, how refractory ſoever they be) and grow 
more brutiſh and barbarous every day then other, And now above 
ve adultery dofeartully abound and 
grow impudent; even inceſt is:to be found in divers places, and no 
puniſhment to be tound for it, I canfot torbear putting you in 
minde of that expoſtulation of the Prophet, EXek.23.24.&c,The 
people there flattered themſelvs with a conceit that God intended 
to give them peace in poſſeſſing the land, from whence their bre- 
thren weredriven or carried away captives, Abrahams ſay they was 
one, and he inherited the land, but we are many, the land i given 
us for au inheritance ; but God anſwers them with an appeal to 


their 


xr 


; "ay 


.:...-. 

-thair own conſciences, and then with a peremptory threatning 
of the contrary; v. 25, &c, Tow eate with the blood ; and lift 
up your eyes toward your 1dols, and ſhed blood , and ſhall ye 
Poſſiſſe-the land'? Te ſkand upon your Sword', . ye'work a bomi- 
mation and ye defile every one his neighbours wife, and ſhafl 
Je poſſeſſe the land 2 Say thou thus unto them, Thur: ſaith the 
Lord God, Surely they that are in the waſt [hall fall by the Sword , 
&c, Have not we too much of ſuch confidence as they expreſs ? 
and yet no leſs cauſe to fear ſuch an anſwer from God as that was, 
Youthus and thus misbehave your ſelves, and ſhall you have 
peace? hal you have ſetling * ſhal you poſſeſs theland? may we 
not alſo mo more admire the patience and longluffering of God 
towards us allthis while,that a complete vengeance hath not been 
taken upon our miſdoings,as well as upon Germanies and Irelanas 
- andeven upon ſome parts of our Kingdom and Nation ? and ifwe 
ſadly conſider how God did not ſpare thoſe faichtul men the text 
porhts ar,did not let faithful Moſes and Ld aro the Saints of the 
Lotd, tive to ſee the happineſs of his people, inheriting the Land 
of Promiſe, may we not upon the remembrance of our greater 
provocations,tremble leaſt none of us ſhould be ſuffered to live to 
ſeean end of our troubles,and theChurch of God peaceably ſerled 
;nan holy Reformation? Sure we have no reaſon to expect it;un- 
| leſs welivetoſee and help to procure our own hearts, and lives , 

2nd families,and whole party, to be apparantly more faithtul, 

Hear alſo another Witnels,and an acute Obſet ver of the times, 74, 1 
forewarning our danger, Mr, Feremiah Burroughs, in his Heart- Wirnefs. 
Diviſions, upon Hof. 10,2, c.1, p.203, [The Lord convince us © 
of and hnmble us for the finfulneſs of our Diviſions by his Word, *** 
that deſolating judgments be not upon us to convince and humble 
us, St, Zeromein his Comment upon thele words notes, That the 
Scripture, 2 Kin.17: tels us, That Hofbea was the laſt King of If- 
rael,, andin his time 1ſrael was carried Captive, yet v.2, its ſaid 
He aid not evil in the (izht of the Lord. as the Kings of !ſracl that 
were before him, Now the Jewes put this queſtion, Why was not 


Iſr ael carried captive with their King, when they had the worſt 
E 2 King, 


(36) 
King, but rather when things ſeemed to go ſomething berter then 
before? God yet chuſes thistime, The anſwer they give is, Be- 
cauſe in formier times the people might pretend they could not tell 
how to help whit they. dd amiſs jn the. matter ok:Worſhip, Indeed 
they worſhipped the Calves, but they. were torced toit by the ty- 
ranny of their Kings; it ſhould be the loſs of all they had it they 
did not, Bur ſay they,in the dayes of Hoſhea there was more liber- 
ty giventhen before: Now thoſe who would might,go upto Je- 
»#/alem toworſhipz and that they ſay is the reaſon of that expreſ. 
ſion, That Hoſhea did not evil as other Kings liad done., but when 
they came to have more liberty, they camero wranglings among 
themſelves. (which is an uſual concomitant of liberty) now their dj- 
viſion-roſe higb, ſome would goup to 7e:»ſater: to worſhip, others 
would not 5; thoſe that went up, cryed out of thoſe that went not; 


thoſe that went not, vilified thoſe that went, Now their hearts. 


are thus divided, now ſhall they be tound guilty; the delolaring 
judgment maſt now come, this the time tor ther captivity, ,now 
he gives themup to the enemie; God was exceedingly provoked 
with, their contentions one againſt another at this time; Whar * 
(fayes God) when I was in ſome way of favor towards them, when 
I took off (in great part) the yoke of Bondage that was upon them 
char ſore oppreſſion that was before, none of them (a while ſince) 
dared go to feruſalem to worſhip, and now their Governors are 
more moderate, their oppreſſing Courts are down, thereis more 
liberty in the Land for my ttue Worſhip, and do they tall out,con- 

remn,divide,wrangle one with another? Let them go into C apti- 
- vity, let the enemy come in upon them, my ſoul rakes no d elight 
in {uch acrooked and perverſe generation as this is, Our Con- 
dition ſeems to parallel with theirs very much, we lately were un- 
der fore and ctuel bondage, nothing was more dangerous then rhe 
worſhipping God in his own way ; we were under hard task-ma- 
ſters,opprefſing,undoing Courts;the Lord hath ina great meaſure 
eaſed us, itis the unthankfulneſs, the fintul diſtemper of mens 
ſpirits that makes them ſay, what is done © it js as ill with us.as e- 
yerit was; No, we have much eaſe, ſuch liberties, as were our 

| forefathers 


»m. 


IE 
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forefathers raiſed out of their graves to ſee}, they would admire 
f'h | 


Gods goodneſs, and bleſs him with meltings of heart, we fpend 


thar ſtreneth in{iding,wtangling.contenditts, quatrelling, 0 ging 


and oppreſling one another, that we ſhqulg ſpend in magtiifyine, 
bleſſing and prayſing the narhe of God for that mercy we enjoy . 
we are a divided people whoſe hearts are divided, and heads too, 
and hands too,, peace and unity ſeems to be flown fromus, and a 
ſpirit of; contetirion'atid diviſiohis come upon us , Kings antfub- 
jects arc divided, Parliament is-divided, Aſſembly is divided . 
Armies are divided, "Church, is divided, and State is divided, 
City is divided, 'Country is divided, Towns are divided, Fami- 
lies divided, GoHly peopteare divided, Miniſters almoſt every 
where are dvided:yea, and wharheart almoR% chere dt this time, 
but is dividedin1rf&lf?' the thoughts, the counſels; contrivances, 
endeayours, wayes of men, almoſt of all men, howare they di- 
vided? | O bleſſed Sayjour, aretheſe the times thou ſpeakeſt of, 
wheteiri five ſhould bein'one houſe divided; three” againſt two 
and two againſtthree ,, rhe Farher againſt the Son, and the Son 
againſt the Father, the Mother againſt the Datrghrer,” nd the 
Danghteragainſt the Mother 2 'Oh woe untous !' we findir fo 
amongſt usthd yer there is found nt healing; weare broken and 
theres no binding up; it is with us as it thas with -EXe:5'6, Bri- 
ars and thirnes are wrth ns, and'we dwell amongſt ſcorpioni. . O 
Lord, what is this thy curſe at this timetpon England? briars 
an! thornes ſhall ir bring forth ; weare rending ant! treating, and 
devonrtt? one another, while the adverſity ſtandsbeforens rea-- 
dy to devout, EF phraim 1s againſt Manaſſth, and'Manafjeh againſt 
Erhraim, A fireis come out trom _Abimelech and devours the 
men of Shrchem, and fire comes from the men' of Shechem and 
deyours Abim:lrch, yea there is a fire kindled in our own bowels, 
ir rites from our ſelves, Ezek, 19. 14. Fire ts gone out of arod 
of her branches, which hath devoured her frutt ,” fo that ſhe hath 
no ſtrong rod to be a Scepter to rule, this is a lamentation, and ſhall 
be for a lawentation : this is amongſt usat this day, and how 


long it ſhall continue,God only knows, What this people were in 
cheir 


(38) 
their divided condition, that we = and what does this threaten 
bur that we ſhould beas they a whule after this were * namely,a 
people given up to the rage and fury of the enemy, which the 
Lord forbid, -* oo OA PRINTS - 

Thelaſt witneſs I ſhall produce, is Mr, Stroge in his Sermon 
before the Lord Major and Aldermen of London, Nov.s 165 3, 
upon Reve/,18.4, pag.20,8,, 

Conſider the inſeraments that are abroad, inthe world ; we 
readof frogs ſent out of the mouth of the Beaſt, - Rev. 16, 13. 
that is by his ſpecial command and commiſſion,and theſe go forth 
unto the Kings of the earth inall ſhapes,. and we have.to fear 
( nay apparent ground to believe) that beſides the men of corrupt 
minds nien up among gur ſelves, thereare many ot rhoſe ſentiin 
amongus;, it were.well if wecoula look upon our Cities, Army, 
Navy, yea Councels to be free; and ſo much the rather it is to be 
feared becauſe we ſee all ancient Hereſies revived, Ar7rians, Mace- 
donians, Montaxiſts, Patripar ſians., yea, that conceit of. Fgachims 
Abbas.that there is a Goſpel.of theSpuit., another Goſpel, then 
that preached by.Chriſt 3 and to oblerye by what mean perſons 
theſe Dodrines .are vented, ,and: yet all the ancient arguments 
uſed to maintain them a conſidering man obſerving this, can 
hardly imagine, but that there be ſome that do ſecretly, and with 
the beſt advantage inſtill ſuch into them, and that in anunobſer- 
ved way, for they are ſaid to beſpirits, thatis, though they act 
very powertully, yer inviſibly ; their motions, wayes and practiſes 
arenot known, . Conſider that conſtant prefſing of liberr of 
- conſcience, which if granted, muſt, be univerſal, for who hath 
power to lay a reſtraint upon one mans conſcience more then ano- 
ther? and thereforethe patrons of this opinion do plead for a 
toleration of Popery,upon a religious account, As alſo that Do« 
Grine of Mariana 24 Feſuite, now ſo generally, inſiſted upon, 
and pleaded for Princeps nil ſtatuar de Religione, the magiſtrate is 
not to meddle with matters of. Religion, | 

Theſe two principles received,lay all open to Popery or Athe- 
:{me; for if popery, as a religion, receive buta toleration, _ 

the 


Pm 
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the ſame countenance that otheres do ( ir being a religion moſt a- 
reeable-to nature, as corrupt, and ſo exadly firted-to it) it will 
Hon have the moſt followers ; for when Popety firſt appeared ini 
the world,the whole world wondered afterit,as it had doneafter 
Arianiſme a little before, Look upon the Apoſtaſie of the pre- 
ſent age, men falling from all things in religion, and with an im- 
dent tace denying, deriding all; the Scriptures,the Trinity, the 
Godhead of Chriſt, his ſufferings and ſatisfaQtion;juſtification by 
imputed righteouſneſs, the Law of God as the tule of obWhence, 
and whatſoever Doctines Chriſtian Religion is built upon: Now: 
we know that a great Apoſtacy did make way for popery, 2 Thef. 
2,2, Godgiving them up to believealye, and by this means 
the man of ſin 5 4p the lawleſs'one was tevealed, And there 
is great cauſeto fear, that the preſent Apoſtacy amongſt us may 
have ſuch atendency ; for we ſee men fall from one thing to ano- 
ther until they hold to nothing in matters of Religion, Such an 
Apoftacy ( as I think Imay without breach of charity ſay) that 
there hath not been the like in any Chriſhan Church fince the 
great Apoſtaſie before named : and being thus becomefas it were 
an outward Court,may we not tear that God ſhould giveus over 
to be trodden down of the Antichriſtiay Gentiles again? and not 
receiving the truthin the love thereot he ſhould give us up to 
believe that Lye, REY | 
See more, 161d, for Tam weary of holding the pen of thoſe 
learned Scribes and writing atter them, and my heart akes, and 
my fpirit ſinks within meto conſider how many dreidful' cleer © 
— God has given by his ſpirit in che Prophets of theſe 
times, foretelling our ruine that is {0 nigh, and yer their words 
arelaid aſide, asf they had never been ſpoken, or paſs as the 
winde which no one takes notice of, But todraw up my ar- 
gument in ſhort from the teſtimonies of thoſe worthy Pro- 
phets, Say now you that have heard the witnefles of God ſpeak 
over again to you what they tormerly delivered, Whar think you? 
Joth nor all that they have ſpoken amount tor a confirmation of 
this truth-in hand: That the preſent-ſtate ofthe Church is a ſtate \ 
| ol 
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of deſertion in-a great meaſures. though they oP it not expreſly- 
yet do they not equivalently jntimxce ir; do, they; nor {ay,:char 
very conditiqnin3eality is betaln us that wg call a true Deſertjon, 

Tfany one;.,vill be contentious farther I appeal toas many of 
thoſe fathfulWitneſles as are yet alive,and toall the faithful god- 
ly Miniſters of theſe Nations,to ſay,whether all this horrible apo- 
ſtacy from:God, his Ordinances and trurh,which js conteſt ;,choſe. 
vile and ahhoxred fins chat are got looſe amongſt us;thole ſad and. 
diſmal'r@pprations that rhake men weaty of themſelves; whe- 
ther all theſe mutations, overturnings, tempeſts, {lapwracks, 
wherewith the Princes, Nobles,Miniſters and People of this land 
have been broken before our eyes, whiles we live to obſervechem 
and tell poſterity what ſad Monuments of Gods diſpleaſure, lie 
along by our ſhore; whether all cheſe ſad calamities (1 fay ) that 
have betallen us, do- not witnels a reall and plain delertion, 

The Lord convince us and our poor poſterity aiterus of the 
preſent general judgment, that we-or they may be humbled un- 
der his mighty hand, and cry mightily ro Gad to ſtopir timely , 
before it make an utter end , for this is Gods method from 
which he varies not, that when heis in a way of deſertion, he cea- 
{es not to inflict one judgment after another, until he hath utterly 
conſumed that impenitent people that contend yith him, . __ 

[thought to have ſtruck off here. affecting brevity 1n this work 
that {it might be ſoon read over, but one objection farther re- 
quires anſwer, and it is this, 

Grant there has been a great ineaſure of. Deſertion upon the 
times, yet is it not now well over, is not the-war at an end, and our 
ſwords beateninto plowſhears, the adverſary overcome and great 
reſt given us on every fide ? 

Blefled be God for this, who has remembred mercy in the 
midſt of judgment, and does not contend for ever; but'this 
[take tobe but a parly, a ſhort breathing. ; did nor God draw 
off NebachadneZers army from Feruſalem, and diverted him 
upon Egypt, and then afterwards ſer him on again, and 
cauſed him to lead away Zeaekiah and all his Princes, _ 

| the 
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the people of the land captive, and when they thought after this that 
the wrath of the Lord was at an end ; do we not hear of 16»:e/s ma. 
facre and carrying of Zohavax and the remrant into Zgypr, Itisnot 
then fer us to be ſecure becauſe God hath made a little ſtop, ahd 1 will 
give you my reaſons forit, joyning teſtimony with a faithful Miniſter 
of God whom we have named before,Reverend Mr,Brids. 

Firſt, Becauſe the band of the Lord ſeemes to be ſtretched out till in a 
way of diſpleaſure, What year hitherto produces not the ſad effeRts and 
tokens of wrath, a breach upon Parliaments, a breach upon Princes, a 
breach upon the whole Church of God,and the holy Miniſters of God, a 
breach upon man and beaſts, a breach upon the fruits of the earth and 
trading of the Land. Surely we may conclude as the Prophet, That for all 
this hus Wrath is not turned away but his hand is ſtretched out ſtill. 

2. Reaſon, God is not reconciled to us, becauſe we are not yet re- 
conciled one to another, Our love is arefletion of Gods love, his 
loye is the cauſe of our love, and our love the fign of his love; ſo on 
th: contrary : Therefore when the Lord had ſaid of thoſe evil 
times by the Prophet Mic. 7. v.5. Tru Je not 1n any friend, put ye 
not confidence in 4 guide, keep the doors of thy month from her that lieth 
in thy boſom, for the Sox diſhonoreth the Father, the Daughter riſeth up 
againſt her Mother, the Daughter in law again(# her Mother in law; a 
mans enemies are they of his otpn houſe. What followes ? Sure enough 
this is a fign of Gods anger upon the Nation, and therefore v. 9. it is 
added, 1 will bear the indignation of the Lord , becauſe 1 have ſinned 
againſt him. Alas | ſayes the Church, God is out with us ; we will 
bumble our ſelves before the Lord, and bear the indignation of the Lord 
in all this, for the cauſe of all this evil is our ſin. 

3. Reaſon, How can we think but that God is ſtill angry with us be- 
cauſe the former ſins that God hath been puniſhing all this while , and 
which are the very cauſes of deſolation do Rtill abide amongſt us. 

Defeftion from the worſhip of God, declining from our firſt zeal 
and love, tollerating of wicked and erroneous perſons in Church-fel- 
lowſhip, lukewarmneſs in religion, fer.15.6. CMic.6.2,3 8.Mal.3.7. 
?udg.8 33,34. Rev.c.2,3.7udg.to 6,7,8,9. RejeRtion ofthe Word of 
the Lord ſent by his faithful Miniſters and abuſing them,Zech.1.4,5 6.8 
7.11,12,13. 2 Chr.36,15,16,17,&c, 1 The.2.15,16.L«k.21,12.13,16 
20. 1 Sam.12.14,15. Evil cuitomes, unrighteouſneſs and oppreſſion in 
Courts of Juſtice, Jfal.3.5. &c. 1/a.5.7,8 & 1,v.10,17,21,23,24.er.22 
x,ad r9.Remiſneſs in Government, f#4g.8.32,33,34.& 4.v.1.&10.v.5,6 
ad 9. Cruel uſage and perſecuting of the people of God by profane ones, 
Lu.21.12,13,16,20,1/4.59.15,18. is $a.15.1,2,3,4-6c.E- 

: wth, 
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'- » 2:k28.16.and following Chap, Hab., © tedttce re- 
; cardleſneſs of Gods judgments ,open profaneneſs, notorious villanies, Im- 
penitency & forſaking theCovenant ofGod, & profanation of hisSabbaths 
AMal..8.2d 12 ch.3.5 &Cc.c.4q.1.Lev.26.2,14,16,43-1/.3.9c.5.11.12,8 

4 Reaſ.That makes us conjecture further wrath, is the opinion of godly 
Diviaes &learnedft Cronologers upon the times,expeCting the laying of 
the witneſſes8& advancement of popery yet again,to which they conceive 
the myſtery of iaiq uity works apace.Adde to this the inundation of the 
Emiflaries of theChurch of Rowe into this land the acceptation of Armi- 
nianiſme and ſpiritual popery amongſt the vulgar,the receſs of many Eng- 
liſh Divines and gentlemen unto that Church, and favourable compliance 
with the grand abettours thereof, and then conſider what the end will be. 

Go to then, and letus draw up the concluſion of the whole matter : 
It is evident that the Church of God hath been for many years, and yet 
is under a great meaſure of deſertion,which hath crept down along like a 
Sangrene from the Churches of Germany, Bohemia,and others unto opr 
dayes, and even to theſe Kingdomes,God ftriking all afar off before he 
would touch this choic: and lovely vine of Zrg/and, which he had high 
eſteem for; Now what the end of the judgment will be the Lord only 
knowes this we may humbly ſay,that as all deſertions uſe to do, 1o this 

muſt at length fall into one of thele points, 

Either an utter deſolation and general ruine , or elſe through mercy 
and our repentance, a purifying of the houſe of God,and advancement 
of the true worſhip of God, and power and Kingdome of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift amongſt us or our poſterity : If this lamentable deſertion 
ſhould end in a general ruine and deſolation, Oh, what heart does not 
break to hear it. Surely it ſtands us upon to let fall all private intereſts 
and ſet our ſelves with perpetual faſting and humiliation to propitiate 
God,and regain his preſence before he be utterly gone.Or if it be like to 
cnd well, as ſometimes terrible deſertions doe, yet ſtill it calls upon us 
mightily to ſeek God, and put away all that does offend him,that we may 
make way at length for mercy,that we periſh not. 

Ab, who amongſt us pitties not himſelf and his poor poſterity,and the 
Church of God,and the Nation where his lines are caſt ? who lies a ſſeep 
like 7ona4 in the keel of the Ship when this tempeſt threatens us all > Oh, 
youShip-maſters,the Governors of the peope of God go about and ſee, 
and if any fleep,rouze them by your authority ; pity your ſelves and us. 
who are in like danger;ſearch what is the matter that withall this earneft 
rowing you cannot bring the Ship to land and ſet it in a ſafe harbour ; 
Alas, we are like to periſh, becauſe in'our veſlel there is not only One 
Zoxgh aſlcep but Mary, 8 + 

a, FAMALT 
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